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M.E.L.T. Statement July 6, 2019

On behalf of the Malawi Early Literacy Team (M.E.L.T.) Board of Directors, I
have difficult news. On July 4th, the Central M.E.L.T. library went under attack by
demonstrators. The building remains standing, but the library is a complete loss. We
were victim of a political protest aimed at the building’s owner, Grace Chiumia. M.E.L.T.
was not the target. Organized and peaceful demonstrations have been occurring since
the presidential election on May 21st. We are thankful our employees and volunteers
are safe.
It might help to clarify not only our losses, but more importantly what remains.
Our losses include:
•
Over 5,000 of our early readers
•
The Big Book collection
•
Book bins, book bags, and additional materials
•
Shelving, racks, and tables
Our focus is on what remains to work with:
•
The building remains structurally stable
•
Our 6 new library shelves were untouched
•
1,200 books are currently out in schools
•
400 books were in route with team member Margot McGorman
•
ABC Fluency kits are safely housed permanently in classrooms
•
Each school houses their own easel
•
The MELT1 Land Cruiser is safe and running beautifully
•
The Professional Development we have given the teachers since 2015 is
		
alive and well in practice in over 30 classrooms.
We appreciate your patience as we work with our teams here and in Malawi to
re-build our library. M.E.L.T. will not allow the acts of a few to stop our good work for 20
schools, over 40 teachers and a circulation of 40,000 books annually.
M.E.L.T. has built so much since 2015 and we will continue on this journey to
literacy. Please head to link below for more information, pictures, and options to help.
Heather F. White
Team Leader						

https://rebuildreprint.cheddarup.com

